GEORGE THE THIRD
on January 23 rd, 1781, as Member for Appleby], it was suffi-
ciently distinguished to mark him down as a man of exceptionable
character and resource, who would not sacrifice his principles
either for the favours of a sovereign or the advancement of a
faction. Throughout his relatively short life [he was destined to
die in his forty-seventh year] lie knew only one love—the love of
country, but he cherished it as dearly and as loyally as other
men cherish the love of a sweet woman. He was a man of
surprisingly few friends because his passion for work made it
impossible for him to respect the duties of friendship; and his
over-indulgence in port wine was in. his age more a virtue than
a vice.
Pitt took office in December 1783 Because he was convinced
that he could save his country from the miseries attendant upon
the rule of a faction-ridden Whiggery. He had been nurtured in
the true Whig tradition: he had acted as a good Whig during
the time he had sat in the House of Commons. But he had
realized that Whiggery was too riven by factions ever again to
become an effective instrument of government; and having a
mind which was not shackled by stupid traditional loyalties he
proceeded to forge a new party which was to be actuated solely
by motives of service to the State. His ability to profit by the
mistakes of his opponents, his tremendous powers of assimilation
and his reputation as an honest politician were his greatest assests
when he came to ask for the support of the electorate; for they
were assets which were nowhere to be found in the pohtical
balance-sheets of his opponents. Fox's mistakes were to become
Pitt's opportunities; and once they presented themselves they
were made proper use of, and always to the discomfort of the
forces arrayed against Pitt.
As previously stated there was nothing in Pitt's past career to
encourage George to believe that he had found a Prime Minister
who without questioning would carry out a royal policy. But
the King may not have wanted such a man in 1783. What he did
want was a leader, who would give the country a taste of honest
government; and being by no means a bad judge of men he
realized that Pitt was the only man to grapple with such a task.
Whatever illusions the King may have had about the right of the
Crown to participate in the work of government had been ruth-
lessly shattered long before December 1783 ; and as he now
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